GENESIS OF CAHFSA
CAHFSAhas ts arigin in

* The WTO.SPS Agresmantwhch ciges Mamber ot WID t ‘ctess e
ion of human, animal and plant health through the implementation of
xmerr‘anonally recognized health and food safety practices and systerms.

The Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas which obiiges Member States to ‘create
an effident and eflective regime of sanitary and phytosanitary measures and to

harmonize their laws and administrative practices 1 effect such a regime.

AGREEMENTS ESTABLISHING CAHFSA
The fallowing Agreements give force to CAHFSA

« Revised Agreement Establishing the Caribbean Agricultural Health and
Food Safety Agency (CAHFSA). February 25, 2011

« Original Agreement Estabiishing the Caribbean Agricultural Health and
Food Safety Agency (CAHFSA): March 12, 2010

MODE OF OPERATION

CAHFSA i govemed by a Board of Directors made up of one represertative from each
Member State representing the specialized areas of focus of CAHFSA

Associate members can atiend Board Meetings but cannot vote. Only Board members
have the right t0 vote.

The Secretary General of CARICOM is granted cbserver status on the Board.

The Board reports annually to the COTED

The day-to-day operations of CAHFSA is managed by a Chief Executive Officer andthree
(3) Heads of departments

MANDATE
CAHFSA is mandated to:
- perform a coordinating and organizing role in the establshment of an effective
and efficient regional sanitary and phylasaniary (SPS) regime;

execute on behall of Member States such SPS actions and activities that can be
more effectively and efiicently executed through a regional mechanism.

VISION

To institution of in
Healh and Food Saely Systems.
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MISSION

o enhance regional development in agricultural health and food safety through the
application of SPS Measures that meet the expectation of al stakeholders and contribute
10 the wefare of our citzens.

PRIMARY OBJECTIVES
= To provide regional and national support to the Communtty in the establishment
management and operations of £ national agricultural heath and food safety
they relate 1o the SPS measures of the SPS Agreement

systoms as

« To execute on behalf of those countries such actions and activiies tha
more effectively and efficiently executed hrough a regional mechanism.

an be

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

* T provide a mechanism forthe coardnation and integraton oftechnical suppart
10 stakeholders by relevant regional

* Toprovide a framework to contiauously montor and evaluate national agricultural
health and food safety programmes and provide techrical support

* To facitae the development and use of regional, as well as interational SPS
standards, measures and guidelines;

« 1o strengthen the poicy and  legal framework for SPS related issues;

* 1o facitate the hanmonization of technical procedures in relation to SPS issuss
o 1o provide a framework for the conduct of tests
Iaboratory services

and the strengthening of

o 10 provide a mechanism for achiving regional consensus on SPS issues that can
be represented in intermational fors;

provide torespond rapidly d
emerging issues,

* 1o establish a mechanism 1o faciltate the provision of lechnical assistance to
stakeholders in the private sector by regional and infemational organizations to
Improve productivity and compelitveness n the market place;

MAIN AREAS OF FOCUS

o PlantHealth
o Animal Heatth

« Food Safety

MEMBERSHIP

Full Membership of CAHFSA is opened to al members of the Casibbean Community.
This includes Haiti, Montserrat and the Bahamas which are members of the Caribbean
Communily but are not presently partcipants in the CSME.

AHFS
L any Coribbear Siats orlarhcr acritied by the Commuriyto associate memborship
f the Communty.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

The organizational structure of CAHFSA is as follows:
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“FACILITATING TRADE THROUGH REGIONAL

HARMONIZATION OF SANITARY

AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES”




