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ANIMAL HEALTHB I LL
for

AN ACT to control the movement of animals, animal products and animal-related items into and
within [insert name of Member State] in order to prevent the introduction and spread of notifiable
animal diseases within [insert name of Member State] and other countries; to safeguard animal
health; to provide for collaboration among Government Ministries and departments and regional
and international organisations in the provision of veterinary public health; to establish standards
for animal welfare in [insert name of Member State]; and for other incidental matters.

PART I
PRELIMINARY

Short title and commencement.

1. This Act may be cited as the Animal Health Act, [insert year] and shall come into force
[insert date].

Interpretation.
2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires —

“animal” means an animal, whether domestic, wild, terrestrial, aquatic, genetically engineered or
altered and includes -

(@ mammals;

(b) birds;

(c) fish;

(d) reptiles;

(e) amphibians;

(F) insects; and

(g) eggs of any animal,

“animal carcass” means the carcass or meat of an animal and such of its offal as are intended
for human or animal consumption;
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“animal disease” means the clinical and pathological manifestations of infection or infestation
and animal diseases as set out in the Schedule;

“animal feed” means anything that is capable of being used as a nutrient for animals and includes
any of the constituent elements of an animal ration;

“animal health status” means the status of a country or a zone with respect to an animal disease
in accordance with the criteria listed in the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code;

“animal identification” means the combination of the identification and registration of an animal
individually, with a unique identifier, or collectively by its epidemiological unit or group, with
unique group identifier;

“animal products” means the derivatives of animals intended for human or animal consumption
or for pharmaceutical, agricultural, industrial or domestic use;

“animal parts” means the bones and the bone-meal, untanned hides and skins, flashings, hooves,
horns, claws, hair bristles, wool, feathers, offal, whether fresh or dehydrated blood, meat scraps of
an animal or any other part of an animal other than the meat or offal intended for human or animal
consumption which has been separated from the carcass;

“animal-related items” includes —

(@) animal carcass, animal genetic material, animal parts, feed, and litter;
(b) any packaging, container, equipment, or other appliances used on animals; and
(c) objects or material capable of harbouring or spreading animal diseases;

“animal traceability” means the ability to follow an animal or group of animals during all stages
of its life until death, euthanasia or slaughter;

“captain” includes the master or person in charge or control of a sea-going vessel or aircraft;

“compartment” means an animal subpopulation contained in one or more establishments under
a common biosecurity management system with a distinct health status with respect to a specific
disease or specific diseases for which required surveillance, control and biosecurity measures have
been applied for the purpose of international trade;

“containment zone” means a defined zone around and including suspected or infected

establishments, taking into account the epidemiological factors and results of investigations, where
control measures to prevent the spread of the infection are applied,;

CARICOM Model Bill. Approved by Twenty-Ninth Meeting of LAC (2021).



“Chief Veterinary Officer” means the person appointed as the Chief Veterinary Officer under
[section 4] [section [ ] of [name of Act under which the Chief Veterinary Officer is appointed;*

“designated port of entry” means any place at which a customs officer is authorised under the
Customs Act to accept the entry of goods and to enforce the provisions of the various customs
laws of [name of Member State];

“disease” means the clinical or pathological manifestation of infection or infestation;

“disinfection” means the application, after thorough cleansing, of procedures intended to destroy
the infectious or parasitic agents of animal diseases, including zoonoses and applies to premises,
vehicles and different objects which may have been directly or indirectly contaminated,

“euthanasia” means the act of inducing death using a method that causes a rapid and irreversible
loss of consciousness with minimum pain and distress to the animal;

“early detection system” means a system under the control of the NAHO for the timely detection
and identification of an incursion or emergence of diseases or infections in a country, zone or
compartment;

“establishment” means any premises where there are animals, animal products, animal genetic
material and animal related items;

“free compartment” means a compartment in which the absence of the animal pathogen causing
the disease under consideration has been demonstrated by all requirements specified in the OIE
Code for free status being met;

“disease-free zone” means a zone in which the absence of the disease under consideration has
been demonstrated by the requirements specified in the OIE Code for free status being met;

“import” means bringing into [insert name of Member State] by any means, and importation has
a corresponding meaning;

“importer” means anyone who, whether as owner, consignor, consignee, agent, broker or
otherwise, is in possession of or is in any way entitled to the custody of animals, animal products
or animal-related items landed or likely to be landed in [insert name of Member State] from another
country;

As this a model, for completeness the Minister makes the appointment under this Act.
However, Member States may opt to provide for the Minister assigning the CVO, who is
appointed under another Act of Parliament, responsibilities referred to in clause 4.
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“infected zone” means a zone in which a disease has been declared;
“inspector” means a veterinary inspector appointed under section 9;

“international border inspection point” means an airport that receives any aircraft operating an
international flight, an undertaking that transports persons, animals, animal-related items or things
internationally; a port that receives any ship sailing on an international voyage; or a warehouse or
other facility that receives any packages for international air, water, rail or road traffic;

“international standards” means the standards articulated or promulgated by the [insert name of
international body] and accepted by [insert name of Member State];

“international veterinary certificate” means a certificate which describes the animal health
requirements that are fulfilled by the exported animals, animal products or animal-related items;

“listed animal-related item” means an animal-related item which is included on the list published
pursuant to section 30 as an animal-related item for which an international veterinary certificate or

other health certificate is required for importation into [insert name of Member State];

“litter” means straw or any other substance commonly used as bedding for, or otherwise used in
respect of animals;

“Minister” means the Minister responsible for livestock and veterinary services;
“NAHO” means the National Animal Health Organisation established under section 3;

“notifiable disease” means a disease declared by the Minister by Order under section 14 (2) to be
a notifiable disease;

“occupier” in relation to any land or building, means the person in actual occupation thereof, or
if there is no person in actual occupation, the owner of the land or building;

“official control programme” means a programme which is approved, and managed or
supervised by the NAHO for the purpose of controlling a vector, pathogen or disease by specific
measures applied throughout [insert name of Member State], or within a zone or compartment of
[insert name of Member State];

“owner” in relation to any item or thing, includes any person having for the time being the
possession, custody or control thereof;
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“OIE” means the World Organization for Animal Health;
“OIE Code” means the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code;

“OIE Standard” means the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code, the Manual of Diagnostic Tests
and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals, the Aquatic Animal Health Code and the Manual of
Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals, as adopted and published by the OIE;

“package” means any container, box, covering, wrapper or any other thing in which animal
products, or animal-related items are or have been or, are capable of being, imported, kept or
conveyed from one point to another;

“person” means a natural person or a body corporate;

“premises” includes any building, tent or other structure, permanent or otherwise, together with
the land on which the same is situated and any adjoining land employed in connection with the
premises, used for activities carried out in relation to animals, animal products or animal-related
items;

“provisional infected zone” means a zone declared to be a provisional infected zone under section
16 (1) (b);

“guarantine station” means an establishment under the control of the NAHO where animals are
maintained in isolation with no direct or indirect contact with other animals, to ensure that there is
no transmission of a specified pathogen outside of the establishment while the animals are
undergoing observation for a specified length of time and, if appropriate, tested and treated;

“risk analysis” means a process composed of hazard identification, risk assessment, risk
management and risk communication in accordance with internationally accepted procedures and
standards;

“risk assessment” means the processes of identifying and estimating the risks associated with the
importation of a commodity and evaluating the biological and economic consequences of those
risks;

“sell” includes to offer, advertise, keep, store, display, transmit, consign, convey or deliver for

sale, or to exchange or to dispose of to any person in any manner whether for a consideration or
otherwise, and “sold”, “selling” and “‘sale” shall have corresponding meanings;
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“stray animal” means any animal not under direct control or ownership by a person, or not
prevented from roaming;

“subpopulation” means a distinct part of a population identifiable in accordance with specific
common animal health characteristics;

“surveillance zone” means a zone for the systematic ongoing collection, collation and analysis of
information related to animal health and the timely dissemination of information so that action can

be taken;

“vehicle” means an aircraft, train, vessel, motor vehicle, or other thing used to transport animals,
animal products or animal-related items to which this Act applies;

“veterinarian” means an official veterinarian appointed under section 8;
“veterinary medicinal product” means any product with approved claims to having a
prophylactic, therapeutic or diagnostic effect or to alter physiological functions when administered
or applied to an animal;
“veterinary paraprofessional” includes animal health assistants, meat inspectors, livestock
inspectors or other persons authorised by the Chief Veterinary Officer to carry out designated tasks
under the responsibility and direction of a veterinarian; and
“zone” means a clearly defined part of a territory containing an animal subpopulation with a
distinct health status with respect to a specific disease.
PART Il
ADMINISTRATION

Establishment and functions of the National Animal Health Organisation.

3. 1) There is hereby established the National Animal Health Organisation which shall
have primary responsibility for the administration of this Act.

2 The Minister shall designate a Government unit, department or office to serve as
the NAHO.

3) The functions of the NAHO shall be to—
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(a)
(b)
(©)
(d)
(€)
(f)

(9)
(h)

(i)

)

(k)

0]

(m)

(n)

(0)

()

monitor the implementation of this Act;

establish and keep under review programmes and measures to prevent the
introduction or establishment and spread of notifiable animal diseases
within [insert name of Member State];

develop and keep an up-to-date list of notifiable animal diseases for [insert
name of Member State];

develop and execute animal health sanitary and phytosanitary inspection
and certification programmes;

carry out surveillance and detection activities and maintain up-to-date
information on the animal health status of [insert name of Member State];
in collaboration with food safety authorities, regulate and carry out —

Q) inspections in slaughterhouses;
(i) ante-mortem inspection of animals to be slaughtered for food; and
(iii)  post-mortem inspection of slaughtered animals;

develop animal health diagnostic and analytical capabilities;

distribute information regarding notifiable animal diseases and the means
of their prevention and control;

carry out the inspection and certification of animals, animal products and
animal-related items routinely;

issue certificates relating to the health of any animal or to any period of
quarantine of any animal in [insert name of Member State] containing any
information as is required by any country importing animals, animal
products, or animal-related items from [insert name of Member State];
monitor, evaluate and establish disease-free zones, free compartments,
infected zones, containment zones, and areas of low prevalence for animal
diseases;

develop a system of health requirements and controls for animals and
animal products produced, distributed and sold in [insert name of Member
State], including but not limited to border and inter-island controls;
oversee the training and development of inspectors;

set up early warning systems and undertake emergency action for animal
diseases, pathogens and toxic substances;

establish, monitor, carry out, coordinate and evaluate detection, surveillance
and monitoring programs relating to animal health and epidemiological
matters;

develop and implement systems for animal identification and animal
traceability;
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()

(s)

()

(u)
(v)
(W)
(x)
v)
(2)

(aa)

(bb)

(cc)

notify the OIE of outbreaks of notifiable diseases and comply with regional
and other international reporting requirements;

provide information regarding import and export regulations in force, and
technical requirements for animals, and animal-related items, on request
from any interested domestic, regional or international organization, or
country, and comply with any reporting requirements;

inform and collaborate with the Ministry responsible for health or any other
relevant agency, on any actions needed to manage risks to human health
arising from an animal disease, toxic substance or other hazard,;

carry out risk analyses;

evaluate sanitary measures taken by trading partners;

where appropriate, recommend to the Minister the imposition of
quarantines;

[participate in the work of the OIE and its subsidiary bodies, and other
international and non-governmental and regional entities;]?

establish guidelines for the welfare of animals which are based on OIE
standards;

coordinate with the Ministry responsible for health and the authorization
and use of veterinary medicinal products;

regulate the importation and manufacture of animal feed and animal feed
ingredients;

where appropriate, authorize the importation and manufacture of veterinary
medicinal products and, in collaboration with the Ministry responsible for
health, monitor their distribution and use;

establish health measures for animal markets and other significant animal
gatherings; and

establish measures for the regulation of animal reproduction and the
collection, processing and disposal of animal products.

Chief Veterinary Officer.

4. 1) [The [Minister] shall appoint a Chief Veterinary Officer for the purposes of this
Act who shall be responsible] [shall assign the Chief Veterinary Officer responsibility] 2 for —

(@)

the day-to-day administration of the NAHO, including the efficient
discharge of its functions in accordance with this Act; and

2 This provision is optional.

3 As this a model, for completeness the Minister makes the appointment under this Act.
However, Member States may opt to provide for the Minister assigning the CVO, who is
appointed under another Act of Parliament, responsibilities referred to in clause 4.
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(b)  making recommendations to or advising the Minister in accordance with this
Act.

2 The Chief Veterinary Officer shall avoid acts which may give rise to a conflict
between his private interests and his duties and responsibilities under this Act, or in which his
private interests could improperly influence the performance of his duties and responsibilities
under this Act.

3) If the Chief Veterinary Officer has an actual or reasonably perceived personal
interest in any matter falling within the purview of the NAHO, he shall notify the Minister of such
interest in the prescribed form.

4) If the Chief Veterinary Officer fails to comply with subsection (3), he or she
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of [ ] and any interest or benefit acquired
as a result of such conflict of interest shall be forfeited.

Delegation of functions of the NAHO.

5 1) Subject to subsections (1) and (2), the NAHO may, by agreement in writing
between the Chief Veterinary Officer on behalf of the NAHO and a veterinarian or an inspector,
delegate, for a prescribed period, any of its functions under this Act to the veterinarian or the
inspector.

(2)  An agreement made under subsection (1) shall set out the terms and conditions of
the delegation, including —

(@) the specific tasks covered by the delegation;
(c) the control, supervision and financing of the delegation; and
(d) the conditions for withdrawal of the delegation.

3) The NAHO shall not delegate any of the following functions—

(@) official liaison duties with other Ministries, or foreign authorities or any
notification responsibilities;

(b) approval of standards, requirements, rules or sanitary measures;

(c) issuing import permits;

(d) designation of emergencies, free compartments, disease-free zones,
containment zones or infected zones; and

(e) other functions as may be prescribed.
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Designation of [official] [approved]* laboratories.

6. 1) The Minister may by Order, on the recommendation of the Chief Veterinary
Officer, designate any diagnostic, research or other laboratory as an [official] [approved]
laboratory for the purpose of conducting specified or prescribed laboratory tests required to be
done under this Act.

(2) An Order under subsection (1) may specify the tests or testing procedures which may
be performed by an [official] [approved] laboratory under this Act.

(3) The Minister may prescribe standards and criteria for the designation of [official]
[approved] laboratories under this Act including compliance standards of impartiality and
independence.

Designation of reference laboratories.

7. 1) The Minister may by Order, on the recommendation of the Chief Veterinary
Officer, designate any diagnostic, research or other laboratory as a reference laboratory as may be
necessary for the purposes of this Act.

2 An Order under subsection (1) may specify the tests or testing procedures which
may be performed by a reference laboratory under this Act.

3) A reference laboratory shall —

(@ be used for comparative testing in the case of conflicting results or
confirmative testing in the case of contested results and shall ensure an
appropriate follow-up of such comparative or confirmative testing;

(b) ensure the dissemination to [official] [approved] laboratories of information
relating to testing procedures in relation to animal health;

(c) provide scientific and technical assistance to the NAHO for the
implementation of this Act; and

(d) carry out such other duties as may be prescribed.

4 Member States to determine, at the national level, whether to use the term “official
laboratory” or “approved laboratory”, taking into the consideration their individual
circumstances. The term “approved laboratory” is inserted throughout as an alternative to
“official laboratory”.
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4) Where a reference laboratory is located outside of [insert name of Member State]
the services of the reference laboratory may be procured by such contractual or other means as the
[Minister®] thinks fit.

5) The [Minister] may, on the recommendation of the NAHO, prescribe additional
standards and criteria for the designation of reference laboratories under this Act including
compliance standards of impartiality and independence.

Appointment of official veterinarians.

8. 1) The [Minister®] shall, on the advice of the Chief Veterinary Officer appoint and
employ at such remuneration and on such terms and conditions as the Minister thinks fit, such
number of veterinarians as may be necessary for the purposes of this Act.

(2)  The Minister shall, on the advice of the Chief Veterinary Officer, prescribe the
qualifications and experience required of veterinarians.

Appointment of inspectors.

9. (O The Minister shall, on the advice of the Chief Veterinary Officer, appoint and
employ at such remuneration and on such terms and conditions as the Minister thinks fit, such
number of inspectors as may be necessary for the purposes of this Act.

(2 The Minister shall, on the advice of the Chief Veterinary Officer, prescribe the
qualifications and experience required of an inspector.

3) The Chief Veterinary Officer may exercise the powers conferred on an inspector
under this Act.

Duties and responsibilities of inspector.

10. (1) An inspector shall perform the duties assigned by, or on behalf of the Chief
Veterinary Officer or delegated by the Chief Veterinary Officer under section 5 and shall perform
his duties in accordance with any instructions issued by the Chief Veterinary Officer, and the
hierarchical or other system of management determined by the Chief Veterinary Officer to be

> Member States to determine, at the national level, the appropriate entity to whom the
discretionary acts specified in subclauses (4) and (5) should be assigned.

® Member States to determine, at the national level, the appropriate entity to empower to
appoint and employ veterinarians.
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appropriate, whereby inspectors are entrusted with responsibilities according to rank or other
specified basis.

2 When performing an enforcement function under Part VI, an inspector may -

@) be accompanied and assisted by one or more police officers or such other
persons as may reasonably be required for the performance of that function;
or

(b) use any aids, including any equipment or device, subject to compliance with
any applicable law regarding the use of such aids.

Obligations of inspectors.

11. (1)  Aninspector shall avoid acts which may give rise to a conflict between his private
interests and his duties and responsibilities under this Act, or in which his private interests could
improperly influence the performance of his duties and responsibilities under this Act.

2 An inspector who has an actual or reasonably perceived personal interest in any
matter falling within the purview of the NAHO shall notify the Chief Veterinary Officer of such
interest in the prescribed form.

3) An inspector who fails to comply with subsection (2) commits an offence and is
liable on conviction to a fine of [ ], and any interest or benefit acquired as a result of such conflict
of interest shall be forfeited.

4) [Without prejudice to subsection (3), where the Chief Veterinary Office is notified,
under subsection (2) or otherwise, of the interest of an inspector and such interest appears to the
Chief Veterinary Officer to be in conflict with duties or functions of the NAHO, the Chief
Veterinary Officer shall take such consultative or other measures as may be necessary in the
circumstances to prevent the occurrence of such conflict, including the making of an appropriate
recommendation to the Minister where the circumstances warrant the revocation or suspension of
the appointment of the inspector.]’

Identification of inspectors.

” Member States to determine, at the national level, whether to retain this provision or to
substitute a formulation which refers to the appropriate function of the national Public Service
Commission in the context.
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12. (1) The [Chief Veterinary Officer]® shall issue an identification card to each person
appointed as an inspector under this Act.

2 When performing an enforcement function under this Act, an inspector shall, on
demand by a member of the public in relation to whom a request is made or a directive is issued,
produce the identification card issued under subsection (1).

PART 111
ANIMAL DISEASE CONTROL

Animal health measures.

13.  The NAHO shall approve animal health measures and shall take into consideration the
following principles when approving animal health measures —

(@ harmonization with international standards;

(b) risk assessment and science-based measures;

(c) regionalization; and

(d) being least-trade restrictive, necessary and proportional to the risk.

Notifiable diseases.
14. (1)  The NAHO shall -
(@) develop and submit to the Minister a list of notifiable diseases based on risk
analyses; and
(b) regularly update the list of notifiable diseases and submit the updated list to

the Minister.

(2)  The Minister shall, by Order, declare the diseases referred to in subsection (1) to
be notifiable diseases.

3 The Minister shall from time to time, by Order, amend the list of diseases declared
to be notifiable diseases in accordance with updated lists submitted pursuant to subsection (1) (b).

8 Member States to determine, at the national level, the appropriate person or entity to issue
identification cards.
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4) An Order under subsections (2) and (3) shall be published in a daily newspaper of
general circulation in [inset name of Member State] for a period of at least [ ] [and published
in the Gazette in accordance with the laws of [insert name of Member State]?®.

Animal disease surveillance system.
15. (1) The NAHO shall establish—

@) an animal disease surveillance system to detect animal diseases or animal
health hazards with the following minimum characteristics -

(i) representative coverage of target animal populations by field services;
(if) effective disease investigation and reporting; and
(iii) laboratories capable of diagnosing and differentiating relevant diseases;

(b) training programmes for veterinarians (including veterinarians not
appointed under this Act), veterinary para-professionals, livestock owners
and other persons involved in the handling of animals for detecting and
reporting unusual animal health incidents; and

(© a clear chain of command for detection, reporting and response to animal
diseases and animal health hazards.

(2 Any person who detects or suspects the presence of a notifiable disease in any
animal shall, [as soon as may be reasonably practicable] [within 24 hours]*®, report their
observations to the NAHO.

3) Where a person ought reasonably to have known of or suspected the presence of a
notifiable disease in any animal and failed to report his or her observation to the NAHO such
person commits an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of [ ] or to imprisonment
foratermof [ ].

Declaration of infected zone.

16. (1) Where a veterinarian reasonably suspects that a notifiable disease exists in any
premises, the veterinarian shall without delay—

9 Member States to determine, at the national level, whether to use both publication methods
or either of the methods in square brackets.

10 Member States to determine, at the national level, which option is appropriate in their
individual circumstances.
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(@) [notify the Chief Veterinary Officer of the suspicion;]*!

(b) declare a provisional infected zone;

(c) post a notice to that effect in a conspicuous place within the limits of the
zone, specifying the limits of the zone and indicating the preventative
measures to be applied in the zone;

(d) serve such notice upon any owner or occupier of any affected premises in the
infected zone; and

(e) provide a copy of the notice to the NAHO.

2 Where the NAHO receives notice of a declaration of a provisional infected zone
in relation to any premises, the NAHO shall conduct an investigation of the provisional infected
zone within the prescribed period.

3) Upon confirmation by the NAHO that the provisional infected zone is infected, the
Chief Veterinary Officer shall, by notice in writing, recommend that the Minister declare the
provisional infected zone to be an infected zone.

4) If, following an investigation under subsection (2), the NAHO confirms that an
area declared as a provisional infected zone is not infected, the NAHO shall, by notice in writing,
declare the provisional infected zone to be free of infection.

(5) Where the Minister receives a recommendation pursuant to subsection (3), the
Minister shall, by Order published in the Gazette, declare the provisional infected zone to be an
infected zone.

(6) An Order under subsection (5) shall specify—

(@ the limits of the infected zone;

(b) the duties and responsibilities of persons within the zone;

(c) restrictions or prohibitions of the movement of animal products or animals
of the species affected by the disease into or out of the zone; and

(d) that international trade in animals, animal products or animal-related items
shall be controlled or restricted as appropriate to the situation.

11 Member States to determine, at the national level, whether to include paragraph (a).
However, Member States should note that by submitting a copy of the notice to the NAHO
under clause 16 (1) (e), the veterinarian would effectively be notifying the Chief Veterinary
Officer.
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(7) The NAHO shall continuously review the disease status of the infected zone to
verify compliance with the Order and the Chief Veterinary Officer shall recommend to the
Minister such revisions and updates as may be necessary.

Revocation of declaration of an infected zone.

17. (1) Where the NAHO determines that the circumstances that gave rise to the
declaration of the infected zone are no longer present, the Chief Veterinary Officer shall
recommend to the Minister that an Order under section 16 (5) be revoked, and the Minister may
revoke the Order.

(2)  Where the Minister revokes an Order under section 16(5), the NAHO shall serve a
notice to that effect upon any owner or occupier of the affected premises.

Declaration of animal disease emergency.

18. (1) Subject to subsection (2), where the Chief Veterinary Officer reasonably believes
that there is an outbreak of a notifiable disease in [insert name of Member State], the Chief
Veterinary Officer shall —

(@) assoon as practicable, make a recommendation to the Minister to declare an
animal disease emergency; and

(b) where a zoonotic disease is suspected, immediately notify the Ministry
responsible for health.

(2 A recommendation to the Minister made under subsection (1) (a) shall be based on
investigations and laboratory confirmations carried out by the NAHO.

3) Subject to subsection (4), the Minister may, on the recommendation of the Chief
Veterinary Officer, declare an animal disease emergency by Order published in the Gazette.

(4)  Adeclaration of an animal disease emergency shall be —
(@) based on risk assessment or risk analysis carried out by the NAHO;
(b) limited to the extent necessary to minimize the threat; and
(c) time-bound and subject to periodic review and evaluation as may be specified

in the contingency plan developed by the NAHO under section 19 (1).

(5) Upon the declaration of an animal disease emergency the NAHO shall implement
the contingency plan for animal health developed by the NAHO.
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(6) Any sanitary measures approved by the NAHO in case of a declaration of an
animal disease emergency shall be proportionate to the threat that gives rise to the declaration of
emergency.

(7) The Chief Veterinary Officer shall regularly update the Minister on the status of
the animal disease emergency and, where the threat no longer justifies the continuation of the
animal disease emergency, shall recommend to the Minister that the Order declaring the animal
disease emergency be revoked.

(8) The Minister may by Order, on the recommendation of the Chief Veterinary
Officer under subsection (7), revoke a declaration of an animal disease emergency.

Contingency plans for response to emergencies affecting animal health.

19. (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), the NAHO shall develop contingency plans for
emergencies affecting animal health.

2 The NAHO shall take into account at least the following when developing
contingency plans —

(@) the disease control strategies available;

(b) the implications of the use of different disease control strategies;

(c) the most appropriate disease control strategy given different circumstances or
disease outbreak scenarios;

(d) the NAHO’s capacity to respond to the emergency;

(e) the geographical, ecological and epidemiological environments;

() production and marketing practices; and

(g) other factors considered necessary to control, stop the spread of, or eradicate
animal disease.

(3)  All contingency plans shall include—

(@) the administrative and logistic organization of the institutions and persons
responsible for responding to animal health, [veterinary public health]*? and
food safety emergencies;

(b) aclear command structure for response deployment; and

(c) the specific measures needed to address risks to human or animal health.

12 Member States to determine, at the national level, whether contingency plans are to include
institutions and persons responsible for responding to veterinary public health emergencies.
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4) The NAHO shall collaborate with the Ministries responsible for health, [finance]*®
the environment, trade, disaster preparedness and response management, law enforcement and
other public authorities with a role in emergency response to implement and enforce the
emergency plans developed under this section.

Designation of disease-free zones, containment zones, free compartments and surveillance
zones.

20. (1) The Minister may, on the recommendation of the Chief Veterinary Officer, by
Order published in the Gazette, declare a zone to be a disease-free zone, containment zone, free
compartment or a surveillance zone as the case may be.

2 A recommendation referred to in subsection (1) may be made only after the NAHO
has established measures to maintain the status of disease-free zones, containment zones and
surveillance zones as the case may be.

Segregation of diseased animals and notification.

21. (1) Any person having in his possession or under his charge an animal which is
suffering or suspected of suffering from a notifiable disease shall—

(@) [where practicable,]'* keep the animal separate from other animals which are
not diseased or suspected of being diseased; and

(b) as soon as practicable but not later than twenty-four hours after becoming
aware of that fact, notify an inspector, the NAHO or the person in charge of
[a] [the nearest]*® police station.

2) Where the person to whom a notice under subsection (1)(b) is issued is the person
in charge of a police station he or she shall forthwith notify an inspector.

Movement permit.

13 Member States to determine, at the national level, whether collaboration must include the
Ministry responsible for finance.

4 Member States to determine, at the national level, whether to include the words in square
brackets.

15 Member States to determine which of the two options is most appropriate in their respective
national contexts.
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22. (1) Subject to this Act, no person shall, without the written authority of an inspector
under this section —

(@) remove from or take into an infected zone or containment zone any animals,
animal products or animal-related items; or

(b) take any action contrary to a movement restriction or prohibition specified in
an Order under section 16 (5).

2 Subject to subsection (3), where an inspector reasonably believes that any animals,
animal products, animal-related items, or other things have been removed from or taken into an
infected zone or containment zone in contravention of subsection (1), the inspector shall—

(@) seize such animal, animal product, animal-related item, or other thing, where
there is an animal health risk;

(b) return them to, or remove them from the infected zone or containment zone,
or move them to any other place, or request the owner to do so, specifying the
period within which and the manner in which the animals, animal products or
animal-related items or other things are to be returned, moved or removed;

(c) postpone the movement referred to in paragraph (b) for such period as the
inspector may specify in a written notice; or

(d) take any other sanitary measure, as necessary.

3) The inspector shall, by notice in writing, justify the measures taken under
subsection (2) and where the inspector wishes to make a request under subsection 2 (b), such
written notice shall be delivered personally to the owner or the person having the possession, care
or control of the animals, animal products or animal-related items or other things.

Euthanizing of diseased animals.
23. (1)  Aninspector may cause to be euthanized any animal —

@ suffering from a notifiable disease;

(b) reasonably suspected of having a notifiable disease; or

(c) which has been in the same place, or upon the same land, or in the same
herd, flock or group as, or in contact with, any diseased animal or any
animal reasonably suspected of having a notifiable disease, whether or not
the place, land or area has been declared to be an infected zone.

(2)  Aninspector may, for the purposes of observation and treatment, take possession
of and retain any animals liable to be euthanized under this section.
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Control measures.

24, For the purposes of controlling or eradicating animal diseases or to prevent the introduction
or spread of animal diseases, the NAHO may—

@) prohibit or regulate the movement of animals, animal products, animal-related
items, persons and vehicles, within, into or out of an infected zone, disease-free
zone or containment zone;

(b) provide for the establishment of compartments and varying measures of control for
each compartment;

(© seize, treat or dispose of animals, animal products or animal-related items that are
or have been in such zone, or order the seizure, treatment or disposal of animals,
animal products or animal-related items that are or have been in such zone; or

(d) implement any disinfection measures, eradication measures, vaccination schemes,
or official control programmes and stamping-out programmes.

Disposal of dead animals.

25.  Any animal euthanized under section 23 (1) or which dies as the result of a disease, shall
be buried or otherwise properly disposed of as soon as practicable and in a manner that avoids the
spread of pathogenic organisms, in accordance with this Act.

Compensation. 1

26. (1) [Subject to subsection (3),]*" the Minister may, on the recommendation of the
NAHO, make grants by way of compensation, [out of moneys voted for that purpose by
Parliament], to owners of animals euthanized under section 23 (1).

(2)  The amount of compensation for each animal euthanised pursuant to section 23 (1)
shall be the fair market value of the animal immediately before being euthanised, and
compensation may be reduced or refused where the owner or the person having charge of the
animal has been found guilty, in relation to the animal, of an offence under this Act.

16 Member States to determine, at the national level, the extent of the Minister’s discretion to
grant compensation and the amount of compensation that is payable.

17 These words are inserted to make it clear that there are limits to the Minister’s discretion to
grant compensation to the owners of euthanized animals. If Member States decide, at the
national level, to give the Minister absolute discretion to determine whether to grant
compensation, the square bracketed words at the beginning of subclause (1) would be deleted.
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3) No compensation shall be payable -
(@) if the animal develops a prescribed or other infectious or contagious animal
disease while in the designated quarantine station;

(b) if, in the reasonable opinion of the inspector, the animal shows symptoms of
a disease, the spread of which would endanger animal health in [insert name
of Member State];

(c) inrespect of an animal compulsorily euthanized while in a quarantine station,
if in the reasonable opinion of the inspector, the animal shows symptoms of a
disease the spread of which would endanger animal health in [insert name of
Member State];

(d) to a person who commits an offence under this Act and claims compensation
in respect of any premises or thing by means of or in relation to which the
offence was committed.

Animal identification and traceability.

27.  The NAHO shall establish a system for the identification of animals and for animal
traceability and shall collaborate with the government department responsible for food safety with
regard to animal traceability and the traceability of animal products to be used for food for human
consumption.

Registration of veterinary medicinal products.

28. (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), no veterinary medicinal product shall be
imported, manufactured, distributed, sold or used in [insert name of Member State], unless it is
registered in accordance with prescribed procedures.

(2) The NAHO may make exceptions to the requirement for registration under
subsection (1) for research or trial purposes or where it is satisfied that —

(a) there are veterinary needs or emergencies that justify the importation,
production or use of unregistered veterinary medicinal products; or

(b) there is insufficient availability or affordability of registered veterinary
medicinal products in response to a veterinary need.

3) Subsection (1) shall not apply to traditional animal remedies prepared in [insert
name of Member State] and administered in accordance with customary usage.
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4) The NAHO shall coordinate with the Ministry responsible for health [or different
authority in charge of medicinal products for human health] on the registration, authorized uses,
prescription, sale and distribution of veterinary medicinal products, including—

(@) the designation of professionals that are entitled to prescribe veterinary
medicinal products and the determination of the conditions and forms to be
used for veterinary prescriptions;

(b) the permitted uses of veterinary medicinal products, with the objective of
minimizing or phasing out non-therapeutic uses;

(c) data collection, record keeping and obligations of documentation and official
notification linked to the prescription and use of antimicrobials;

(d) the use of veterinary medicinal products including antimicrobials in feed; and

(e) the sale and distribution of veterinary medicinal products and feed containing
veterinary medicinal products, with special attention to antimicrobials, in
particular, those used in human medicine.

PART IV
IMPORT, EXPORT AND TRANSIT

International border inspection point.

29. (1)  The owner or operator of an international border inspection point designated as a
port of entry or exit shall, where required in writing by the Minister, provide and maintain adequate
areas, offices, laboratories and other facilities, including buildings, accommodation, equipment,
furnishings and fixtures, in order to facilitate inspection or for any other purpose related to the
administration of this Act.

@) Where the owner or operator of a designated port of entry fails to comply with the
Minister’s instructions issued under subsection (1), the Minister may cause the construction or
repairs to be carried out and the owner or operator shall be liable for all reasonable costs incurred.
Import requirements.

30. Q) The NAHO shall approve and publish the list of animals, animal products and
animal-related items requiring an international veterinary certificate or other health certificate to

be imported into [insert name of Member State].

(2) Upon the recommendation of the NAHO, the Minister may prescribe import
requirements for —
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(@ animals, animal products and animal-related items; and
(b) veterinary medicinal products, subject to subsection (4).

3) Import requirements for animal products and animal-related items and products
prescribed by the Minister under subsection (2), shall be based on international standards, or
science-based risk assessment.

4) The Chief Veterinary Officer shall collaborate with the Ministry responsible for
health to approve import requirements for veterinary medical products.

(5) Import requirements issued under this section shall be kept under review and
published by the NAHO.

(6) The NAHO shall approve and publish the list of animal-related items that require
prior approval of the NAHO, and for animal-related items that do not require prior approval, the
importer may submit such animal-related item directly for inspection at a port of entry.

@) The NAHO shall specify the countries whose sanitary measures are deemed
equivalent to those of [insert name of Member State] and the list of products covered.

Import permit.

31. (1) Subject to subsection (5) and section 32 (2), no person shall import any animals,
animal products or listed animal-related items unless—

(@) the importation is in accordance with an import permit issued by the NAHO
under this section;

(b) the animals or animal products or listed animal-related items are accompanied
by an international veterinary certificate issued by the NAHO of the exporting
country, where required, or such other certificate issued by the NAHO of the
exporting country; and

(c) the importation is done through a designated port of entry.

2 Any person who wishes to import any animal, animal product or animal-related

item into [insert name of Member State] shall apply to the NAHO for an import permit in the
prescribed form and manner and shall pay the prescribed fee.
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3) Upon receipt of an application made in accordance with subsection (2), the NAHO
shall issue the applicant with an import permit in the prescribed form if it satisfied that the applicant
meets the prescribed requirements.

(4)  Animport permit issued pursuant to subsection (3) shall be subject to such terms
and conditions as may be specified therein.

(5) For the purposes of this section, no import permit shall be required for small
quantities of animal products or animal related-items intended for personal use.

(6) The NAHO shall ensure that records are kept of all import applications made under
this section and other import documentation in the prescribed form and for the prescribed period.

Restriction on importation.

32, (1)_Where, on the basis of a risk assessment [or in accordance with the OIE
guidelines]*®, the NAHO is satisfied that the importation of animals, animal products or animal-
related items may result in the introduction or spread of any vector, pathogen, disease or toxic
substance, the Chief Veterinary Officer shall make a recommendation to the Minister to prohibit
or restrict the importation into [insert name of Member State].

2 Subject to subsection (3), the Minister may, on the recommendation of the NAHO
under subsection (1), at any time prohibit or restrict the importation of any animal, animal product,
animal-related item into [insert name of Member State].

3) A restriction or prohibition done under subsection (2) shall be based on a risk
assessment done by the NAHO which demonstrates that importation may result in the introduction
or spread of any vector, pathogen, disease or toxic substance.

(4)  Any animal which is imported contrary to a restriction or prohibition under
subsection (2), unless exempted, shall, upon being landed, be placed in quarantine for such period
and be subject to such conditions as may be prescribed.

5) An inspector may refuse to permit the importation of—

@ any tack, harness, gear, rope, sling or other equipment which has been used
in connection with any animal;

8 Member States to determine, at the national level, whether to include the words in square
brackets.
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(b) any cage, basket, box, crate or other container which has been used or is
being used for the carriage of any animal, animal related-item or refuse; or
(© any instrument, tool or other utensil which has been used in connection with
any animal or any of the things referred to in paragraph (b),
which the inspector reasonably believes is capable of carrying any notifiable or other infectious or
contagious disease affecting animals.

(6) Where an inspector is satisfied that any equipment, container or utensil referred to
in subsection (5) is capable of being disinfected, he may permit it to be landed in the country,
subject to such conditions and directions relating to its disinfection in the prescribed port area
where it is landed, as he or she shall impose in writing.

(7)  Where any equipment, container or utensil is landed contrary to this section or any
condition or direction imposed under this section, in addition to any penalty imposed under this
Act, the equipment, container or utensil may be seized by an inspector and detained, destroyed or
otherwise disposed of as the NAHO may direct.

Arrival notification.
33. A customs officer shall —
(@ notify the NAHO of the arrival of any animals, animal products or animal-related
items in the time and manner as prescribed; and
(b) not release or dispose of any animals, animal products or animal-related items unless
authorized by the NAHO.
Inspection of imports.
4. Q) Subject to subsection (2), an inspector shall inspect all animals, animal products,
and animal-related items at the designated port of entry upon importation into [insert name of

Member State].

2 An inspector may, on the approval of the NAHO, conduct an inspection referred to
in subsection (1) at a destination or facility other than a designated port of entry.

3) A person who is desirous of an inspection of animals, animal products, and animal-

related items at a destination or facility other than the designated port of entry shall apply to the
NAHO in the prescribed form and pay the prescribed fee.
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4) The NAHO shall take the following into consideration when determining whether
to approve a destination or facility for the inspection of animals, animal products and animal-
related items, whether the -

(@) importer has submitted an application in accordance with subsection (3);

(b) animal products to be inspected are perishable;

(c) container in which the animals, animal products and animal-related items are
transported has been sealed and marked as prescribed; and

(d) there is no risk of introduction or spread of disease.

(5) Upon inspection, where the inspector determines that the imported animals, animal
products or animal-related items do not present any risk for the introduction and spread of disease,
the inspector may release the imported shipment for clearance by customs or where the inspection
is conducted at an approved destination, to the importer or person in charge.

(6) Upon inspection, where the inspector determines that the imported animals, animal
products and animal-related items may result in the introduction or spread of a vector or a disease,
or where the documentation accompanying the shipment fails to meet the prescribed requirements,
the inspector shall —

(@ inform the NAHO in a written report; and

(b) subject to subsection (7), provide written notice to the importer of the
following measures to be carried out within [ ] days, and the grounds for
imposing these measures —

(i) the taking of samples for submission to an [official] [approved]
laboratory for analysis;

(i) the transfer of the shipment to a quarantine station or any other
location identified by the NAHO for testing or disinfection;

(iii)  treatment or disinfection of the shipment in order to remove the risk;

(iv)  the return of the shipment to the country of origin; or

(v)  the destruction of the shipment.

@) The inspector may forego notice and carry out any of the actions specified in
subsection (6) where the destruction of the goods is urgently required on humane grounds or the

giving of notice is impracticable.

(8) Any action taken under this section shall be made on the basis of a risk assessment.
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9) Where an imported shipment lies unclaimed for a prescribed period after entry into
[insert name of Member State], or after treatment, the [NAHO] [the Customs Department]*® may
take action to dispose of such shipment.

(10)  The cost of any action taken by the NAHO under subsections (6), (7) and (9) shall
be borne by the importer.

(11) The NAHO shall bear no liability for actions taken in good faith for the destruction
or disposal of animals, animal products or animal-related items that have been imported into [insert
name of Member State] in contravention of this Act.

Transportation of animals in transit.

35. (1)  Any person who wishes to transport animals, animal products or animal-related
items through [insert name of Member State] shall apply to the NAHO, in the prescribed form and
manner, for a transit permit and shall pay the prescribed fee.

2 Upon receipt of an application made in accordance with subsection (1), the NAHO
shall evaluate the application and, where it is satisfied that the applicant meets the prescribed
requirements, issue the applicant with a transit permit, which shall be subject to such terms and
conditions as may be specified therein.

3) At the port of entry the inspector may inspect animals, animal products or animal-
related items that are in transit through [insert name of Member State] to verify their animal health
status.

4) If an inspector detects that animals, animal products or animal-related items that
are in transit have a notifiable disease, the inspector may —

(@ refuse them entry;

(b) detain or confiscate them;

(c) apply sanitary treatment or action; or
(d) apply animal health measures; and
(e) promptly notify the NAHO.

5) An inspector may refuse entry to any animals, animal products or animal related-
items if the international veterinary certificate that is associated with them is inaccurate or
unsigned.

1% Member States to determine, at the national level, the appropriate entity to be charged with
responsibility for disposals conducted pursuant to clause 34 (9).
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(6) The operator of a vehicle carrying animals, animal products or animal-related items
stopping in a port or passing through a port situated in the territory of [insert name of Member
State] on their way to a port situated in the territory of another country shall comply with the
conditions prescribed by the NAHO.

Export of animals, animal products or animal-related items.

36. (1) Any person who intends to export animals, animal products or animal- related items
from [insert name of Member State] shall submit the animals, animal products or animal-related
items and any prescribed document for examination by the NAHO.

2 Where the NAHO is satisfied that the requirements of the importing country have
been met, the NAHO shall issue an International Veterinary Certificate.

(3) If the NAHO is not satisfied that the animals, animal products or animal-related
items intended to be exported meet the requirements of the importing country, the NAHO may —
@) direct the person referred to in subsection (1) to take the appropriate
action to bring such animals, animal products or animal-related items in
accordance with the requirements of the importing country; or

(b) deny the application for the International Veterinary Certificate.

4) For the purposes of issuing an International Veterinary Certificate the NAHO
may—

(@) cause to be carried out biological tests, vaccinations or disinfection
procedures;

(b) carry out inspection, approval and certification procedures of animals and
establishments;

(c) observe animals during transport to the place of shipment and at the point of
departure; and

(d) send advance notice to the importing country.

PART V
ANIMAL QUARANTINE

Quarantine stations.
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37. (1) Subject to subsection (2), the Minister may, on the recommendation of the Chief
Veterinary Officer, designate such number of quarantine stations as the Minister considers
necessary for the quarantine of animals required to be quarantined under this Act or under an
import permit issued under this Act.

@) Where the Minister designates a quarantine station under this section the quarantine
station shall—

(@ meet the international standards for the reception and quarantine of the
animals to be received there; and

(b) have available an inspector or veterinarian to provide veterinary attention at
the quarantine station [daily] [when necessary]®.

3) Where a determination is made under this Act to place an animal in quarantine or a
directive is given by an inspector in accordance with section 38 (1) for an animal to be placed in
quarantine, the animal shall be quarantined at a designated quarantine station.

Quarantine of animals.

38. (1)  An inspector may, [with the approval of the NAHO]?, direct that an animal be
placed in quarantine if he or she reasonably believes that the animal—

(@ may be suffering from a notifiable or other infectious or contagious animal
disease;
(b) may have been in contact, during its transportation, with an animal which —

(i) is or may be suffering from a notifiable or other infectious or
contagious animal disease;

(i) has not been tested or inspected to determine if it is suffering from an
animal disease; or

(iii)  is not exempted from the requirement of being placed in quarantine;
or

(c) has otherwise been exposed to or is at risk of contracting a notifiable or other
infectious or contagious animal disease.

20 Member States to determine, at the national level, which of these options will better suit
their national circumstances.

21 Member States to determine, at the national level, whether to empower the inspector to
decide whether to place an animal in quarantine without need of the NAHO’s approval.
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2 The NAHO may, where necessary, place an animal in quarantine upon being landed
for import, for such period and subject to such conditions as may be prescribed.

3 No person shall enter a designated quarantine station without the permission of the
NAHO.

4) If an animal is removed from a designated quarantine station without prior written
authorization from the NAHO, an inspector may seize the animal and detain, euthanize, or dispose
of it or return it to the quarantine station as the NAHO may direct.

(5) Nothing in this section shall be construed as restricting the power of the NAHO to
impose, as a condition in an import permit in respect of any animal to be imported into [insert
name of Member State], the requirement that the animal be placed in quarantine for such period
and subject to such conditions as the NAHO may specify in the import permit.

Euthanizing diseased animals.

39. (D) Subject to subsection (2) and the approval of the NAHO, an inspector may
euthanize an animal in a designated quarantine station without payment of any compensation
where —

(@) the animal develops a prescribed or other infectious or contagious animal
disease while in the designated quarantine station; or

(b) in the reasonable opinion of the inspector, the animal shows symptoms of a
disease, the spread of which would endanger animal health in [insert name of
Member State].

(2 Subject to subsection (3), the NAHO shall, before euthanizing an animal pursuant
to subsection (1), give to the person who owns, or is in charge of the animal not less than two days’
notice in writing of the intention to euthanize the animal.

3) The NAHO may forgo issuing a notice where the animal must be urgently
euthanized on humane grounds or the giving of notice is impracticable.

4 Upon receipt of a notice issued pursuant to subsection (2), the owner or person in
charge of the animal referred to in the notice may apply to Chief Veterinary Officer in the
prescribed form and within the prescribed period for review of the decision to euthanize the animal
to which subsection (1) applies.
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(5) A person aggrieved by a decision of the Chief Veterinary Officer made in relation
to subsection (4) may apply, in writing, to [insert name of Court] [the Minister] for a review of the
decision.

Loss to be borne by importer.

40.  Any loss sustained with respect to any imported animal while being conveyed to, from or
within a designated quarantine station (whether by accident or sickness arising from natural causes
or contraction from any other animals or by destruction or detention in quarantine) shall be borne
by the importer and no inspector nor the NAHO shall be liable for any loss or damage occasioned
to any animal by any act of such inspector unless such loss or damage has been caused by wilful
neglect.

Release of animals from quarantine.

41.  Prior to the expiration of the prescribed period of quarantine, the inspector shall examine
the quarantined animal and shall, by notice in writing, authorise the release of the animal into the
custody of its owner, the importer or the consignee where the inspector is satisfied that —

(@ the animal is free from disease; and
(b) the expenses due have been paid.

Failure to remove animal from quarantine.

42. (1) Subject to subsection (2), if the owner, importer or consignee of a quarantined
animal refuses or fails within [seven] days of receipt of a notice under section 41 to claim the
animal or to pay any charges or expenses incurred with respect to the animal, it may be sold [or
euthanised]?? and the proceeds, if any, paid into the Consolidated Fund.

2) If the amount realised from the sale of the animal exceeds the total amount of the
charge and expenses payable in respect thereof, the balance of the proceeds, after deducting the
amount of charges and expenses so payable shall be paid to the person entitled thereto.

PART VI
ANIMAL WELFARE AND STRAY ANIMALS

Prohibition of maltreatment of animals.

22 Member States to determine, at the national level, whether to retain or delete the words “or
euthanised”.
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43. No person shall torture, beat, injure, mutilate or neglect any animal, or treat any animal
with cruelty.

Welfare of animals.

44, 1) Any person who owns, or is in charge of an animal shall provide such animal with—
(@ asufficient and suitable diet;
(b) access to sufficient and clean water;

(c) proper shelter and housing which is -

(1) appropriate for the animal’s behavioral patterns; and
(i) sufficient to protect the animal from unsuitable weather conditions;

(d) wveterinary care when needed to treat and prevent suffering and disease;
(e) suitable accommodation during transportation; and
() humane care and treatment.

2 No owner or person in charge of an animal shall cause or permit an act, or an
omission, that causes unnecessary suffering to an animal.

Stray animals.

45.  The NAHO shall, in collaboration with the Ministry responsible for [local government]
health, other authorities [and non-governmental organisations]?®, approve measures to—

(@) control the populations of stray animals, including programs and strategies to
control animals which may pose a risk for public health or security; and

(b) contain and control notifiable diseases, including zoonoses in stray animal
populations.

PART VII
ENFORCEMENT

Powers of an inspector.

23 Member States to determine, at the national level, whether to specify the entities referred to
in square brackets as entities with whom the NAHO is required to collaborate.
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46. (@)
related items.

)

An inspector may inspect and examine any animals, animal products or animal-

Subject to subsection (3), except for a dwelling place, an inspector may, without a
warrant, but upon the presentation of his or her identification card —

(@)

enter any slaughterhouse, premises, vehicle, port facility or other place where
activities in relation to animal health or veterinary public health are being
carried out, or are suspected of being carried out, for the purpose of
determining whether this Act is being or has been violated, and may—

(i)

(ii)

(iii)
(iv)
V)

(vi)
(vii)

(viii)

inspect or search such premises, and examine any animals, or open
and examine any animal products, animal-related items, objects or
substances which are, or are suspected of being, used in activities
relating to animal health or veterinary public health;

require the owner or person in charge of such premises to submit any
information or documentation regarding such animals, animal
products, animal-related items, objects or substances;

weigh, count, measure, mark, open, take photographs, read any values
of any instruments;

subject to subsection (4), take samples of any animals, animal
products, animal-related items or other things on the premises;
examine, make copies of or take extracts from any book, statement or
other document found at such premises that the inspector believes, on
reasonable grounds, contains any information relevant to this Act, and
demand from the owner or any person in charge of the premises an
explanation of any entry in it;

inspect any operation, process or system used or carried out on such
premises;

seize any animals, animal products, animal-related items, appliances,
products, materials, objects, substances, books, statements or
documents which appear to provide proof of a contravention of any
provision of this Act, providing a signed receipt in the prescribed
form, detailing the reasons for the action, which shall be
countersigned immediately by the owner or person in charge of such
premises, animal or object;

order the destruction or disposal of carcasses of diseased animals [or
any portion of such carcasses of diseased animals]?*;

24 Member States to determine, at the national level, whether to include the words in square

brackets.
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(ix)  issue notices and order modifications in the animal premises if not in
compliance with this Act;

(X) order the seizure of animals for the purpose of further testing and
analysis;

(xi)  prohibit the movement of animals, animal products and animal-related
items; and

(xii)  decontaminate or disinfect or order the decontamination or
disinfection of any vehicle, premises, place or thing.

(b) inrelation to any animal, apply tests, use vaccines and apply marks as may be
reasonably necessary for the purposes of this Act;

(c) [stop and search any vessel, container or vehicle, upon entry into, movement
within or exit from [insert name of Member State];] 2°

(d) for a prescribed period, stop the distribution, sale or use of any animals,
animal products or animal-related items which the inspector reasonably
believes are infected with or may spread a notifiable disease; and

(e) require the owner or person in charge of animals, animal products, animal-
related items or premises to give—

(i) assistance or carry out instructions as may be reasonably necessary to
facilitate the exercise of the inspector’s functions or to implement the
provisions of this Act; and

(i) information as may be reasonably necessary in connection with the
control or prevention of any animal disease or for the implementation
of this Act.

3) An inspector may, after taking reasonable steps to notify the owner or occupier of
a dwelling place of the date and time at which he or she intends to enter same, enter the dwelling
place for the purpose of carrying out any of the functions specified in subsections (1) and (2) -

(@) with the consent of the owner or occupier; or
(b) without the consent of the owner or occupier, on the authorisation of a warrant
issued by a magistrate.

4 Where an inspector exercises powers conferred by subsection (2) (a) (iv), he or she
shall —

2> Member States to determine, at the national level, whether and how to empower an
inspector to stop and search any vessel, container or vehicle, upon entry into, movement within
or exit from the Member State, bearing in mind any relevant pre-existing legislation.
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(@) divide the sample into approximately three equal parts;

(b) ensure that each sample is numbered and securely sealed in a manner that
does not permit it to be opened without breaking the seal,;

(c) hand over one part thereof to the seller or person responsible for the animals,
animal products or animal-related items and the other two parts to be
submitted to an [official] [approved]?® laboratory for tests; and

(d) ensure, as far as practicable, that sampling is carried out in such a manner as
to prevent cross-contamination of the sample.

(5) Where an inspector is satisfied that the captain of a vessel has failed to comply with
a requirement of this Act or with a condition imposed pursuant thereto and such failure poses a
veterinary health hazard, the inspector may—

(a) detain the vessel and notify the Chief Veterinary Officer and the [Comptroller
of Customs] of the detention; and

(b) immediately provide a written and signed notice of detention, setting out the
particulars of the non-compliance, to the captain of the vessel.

(6) Upon receipt of a notification under subsection (5) (a), the Chief Veterinary Officer
shall, without delay, take the appropriate sanitary action to prevent veterinary health hazards.

(7)  An inspector, performing a function under this section, may request the presence
and assistance of a [law enforcement] officer as he or she considers necessary.

(8) Where an inspector has reasonable grounds for believing that an owner or person
in charge of animals, animal products, animal-related items or premises has failed to comply with
this Act, he may serve a written notice on the owner or person in charge—

(a) stating the grounds for believing that the Act is not being complied with;

(b) specifying the measures which the inspector deems that the owner or person
in charge shall take in order to remedy the failures referred to in paragraph
(a);

(c) requiring the owner or person in charge to implement those measures, or
measures which are at least equivalent to them, within the time period
specified in the notice.

26 See footnote for clause 6.

CARICOM Model Bill. Approved by Twenty-Ninth Meeting of LAC (2021).



9) In performing a function under this section, an inspector shall identify himself or
herself as an inspector by showing his or her identification card or other proof of his or her
appointment or designation as an inspector.

(10)  Where no person is in actual occupation of any premises, or where the occupier or
owner cannot be located, service of any notice under this Act shall be made by affixing the notice
to a conspicuous place on the premises, and such affixing shall be considered as good service of
the notice.

Storage and removal of seized animals.

47.  An inspector who seizes and detains animals, animal products or animal-related items or
other things under this Act, may —

(@) require its owner or the person having the possession, care or control of it at
the time of seizure to remove it to any place; or

(b) store it at the place where it was seized or remove it to any other place for
storage.

Prohibition on interference with seized animals.

48. Unless authorized in writing by the NAHO, no person shall remove, alter or interfere in
any way with any animals, animal products or animal-related items or other things seized and
detained under this Act.

Limitations on detention of animals etc.

49.  Animals, animal products, animal-related items or other things seized and detained under
this Act shall not be detained after—

(@) adetermination by an inspector that the animals, animal products or animal-
related items or other things are in conformity with the provisions of this Act;
or

(b) the expiration of [one hundred and eight days] after the date of seizure, or any
other period as may be prescribed, unless before that time proceedings are
instituted in relation to the animals, animal products or animal-related items
or other things, in which case they, or the proceeds from their disposition,
may be detained until the proceedings are finally concluded.

Confiscation and disposal animals etc.
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50. (1) The NAHO may dispose of animals, animal products or animal-related items or
other things, or require the owner or person in charge thereof to dispose of them, where—

(@) theanimals, animal products or animal-related items or other things have been
in contact with or in close proximity to another animal, animal product or
animal-related item or other thing that was, or is suspected of having been,
infected or contaminated by a notifiable disease, causative agent of a disease,
or a toxic substance at the time of contact or close proximity;

(b) the animals, animal products or animal-related items or other things are, or
are suspected of being, infected or contaminated by a disease or a toxic
substance;

(c) the animals, animal products or animal-related items or other things are, or
are suspected of being, vectors, the causative agents of a disease or a toxic
substance; or

(d) disposal is required to prevent suffering or otherwise ensure animal welfare.

2 An inspector may confiscate and dispose of any animals, animal products or
animal-related items that, after their entry into [insert name of Member State] and treatment,
remain unclaimed for a prescribed period of time.

3) An inspector who confiscates animals, animal products or animal-related items —

(@) shall, [as soon as is practicable] [within [insert timeframe]]?, advise the
owner or person in charge of the reason for their confiscation and issue a
written notice of confiscation; or

(b) may forego advising the owner of the reason for the confiscation if —
(i) in the circumstances, it is impractical to give reasons for the

confiscation; or

(if) the situation requires emergency action,
in which case written notice shall be provided to the owner or person in charge
as soon as is practicable after the action has been carried out.

Animal-related item moving by post.

51.  Animal-related items being moved by post shall be subject to requirements administered
jointly by the [postal service] and the NAHO.

27 Member States are to determine, at the national level, the appropriate option for their
respective national contexts.
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Offences.

52. 1) A person commits an offence if he or she, either personally or indirectly through an
employee or an agent—

(@) fails to comply with any order, direction or permit lawfully made or granted
under this Act;

(b) attempts to improperly influence an inspector in the exercise of his functions
under this Act;

(c) imports animals, animal products or animal-related items without a permit or
certificate, where required, or otherwise contrary to any requirements
specified under this Act;

(d) fails to allow a search or inspection authorised under this Act;

(e) carries out activities which require a permit or other authorisation by the
NAHO without receiving such permit or authorisation;

() knowingly or recklessly provides information which is false, for the purpose
of obtaining any document under this Act;

(g) alters, forges, defaces, or destroys any document issued under this Act;

(h) tortures or treats an animal contrary to animal welfare requirements;

(i) possesses, sells, offers for sale, transports, imports or exports any animals,
animal products or animal related-items knowing that they are infected or
contaminated or may transmit a notifiable disease, or intentionally permits or
causes the introduction or spread of any notifiable disease;

(J) imports animals, animal products or animal related-items otherwise than
through a designated port of entry;

(k) exports animals, animal products or animal related items otherwise than in
accordance with this Act;

() assaults, resists, threatens, or wilfully obstructs any officer or agent of the
NAHO during the course of his or her lawful exercise of powers conferred
under this Act;

(m) impersonates an inspector; or

(n) otherwise contravenes a provision of this Act,

and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding [insert national penalty], or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding [insert national penalty] or both.

2 Where an offence under this Act has been committed by a body corporate and is

proved to have been committed with the consent or connivance of, or to be attributable to any
neglect or default on the part of, any director, manager, secretary or other similar officer of the
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body corporate, or any person who is purporting to act in any such capacity, such director,
manager, secretary or other officer as well as the body corporate commits that offence and shall
be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding [insert national penalty] or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding [insert national penalty] or both.

Offences by officials.
53. [(1)  Aninspector, analyst or staff of the NAHO commits an offence if he or she—

(a) agrees to do or abstains from doing, permits, conceals, or connives in doing
any act or thing contrary to the proper execution of his or her official duties
under this Act;

(b) discloses any confidential information acquired in the performance of his
official duties relating to any person, firm, or business, except when required
to do so by his or her supervisor in the course of official duties, or where
ordered to do so by any court;

(c) in connection with any official duty, directly or indirectly asks for or takes
any payment, gratuity or other reward to which that inspector is not entitled:;
or

(d) otherwise abuses his or her powers granted under this Act,

and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding [insert national penalty] or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding [insert national penalty] or both.

(2)  An inspector who is convicted of an offence under subsection (1) is liable to
dismissal by the NAHO and shall cease to function as an inspector and may be ineligible for
reappointment and shall be subject to such other penalty as is applicable to civil servants in (insert
name of Member State).]?

Procedure for offences.

54. (1)  Where an inspector reasonably believes that a person has contravened any of the
provisions of this Act, he or she shall provide such information to the Chief Veterinary Officer.

2 The Chief Veterinary Officer shall determine whether the matter shall be forwarded
to [law enforcement/police] or whether an administrative penalty is applicable.

28 Member States may opt to address the actions referred to in this section by way of
Government Staff Orders and disciplinary proceedings conducted by the Public Service
Commission.
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3) Where a matter has been forwarded to the [law enforcement/police] in accordance
with subsection (2), the [law enforcement/police] shall carry out an investigation and shall, where
appropriate, issue a summons ordering the person accused of contravening the Act to appear before
a magistrate.

Certain offences may be dealt with administratively.?

55. A person who commits an offence described insection[ 1,[ 1.[ 1.[ Jor[ ]may,
subject to this Act, elect to have that offence dealt with administratively in accordance with
sections 56 to 59.

Prosecution avoidance notice.

56. (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (4), if the Chief Veterinary Officer is satisfied that a
person has committed an offence referred to in section 52 the Chief Veterinary Officer may, in
such form as may be prescribed, and subject to the approval of the Director of Public Prosecutions,
notify the accused person of the particulars of the alleged offence and that he or she may elect to
have the offence dealt with administratively by the Chief Veterinary Officer by the payment of a
prosecution avoidance penalty in lieu of prosecution for the offence, in the amount and within the
period specified in the notice.

2 A prosecution avoidance notice shall—

(@) be in the prescribed form;

(b) set out the circumstances alleged to constitute the offence to which the notice
relates; and

(c) state the —

(i) amount of the prosecution avoidance penalty, which shall be [twenty
per cent of the maximum] of the amount of any fine or fines that are
specified under this Act in respect of the offence to which the
prosecution avoidance notice relates;

(if) period for paying the prosecution avoidance penalty, which shall not
exceed twenty-one days from the date of the alleged offender’s receipt
of the prosecution avoidance notice;

29 Member States are likely to have differences with respect to the offences to which a
prosecution avoidance penalty should be applicable. Therefore, square brackets have been
inserted for Member States to make that determination.
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(iii) person to whom and the address at which the prosecution avoidance
penalty may be paid and any correspondence relating to the prosecution
avoidance notice may be sent;

(iv) method or methods by which payment may be made; and

(v) consequences of not making a payment within the period specified for
the payment of the prosecution avoidance penalty.

3) The Chief Veterinary Officer may extend the period for payment of the prosecution
avoidance penalty in any particular case if he considers it appropriate to do so by notifying to the
person to whom the prosecution avoidance notice was given.

4) Subsection (1) shall not apply to a person who has paid or has agreed to pay a
prosecution avoidance penalty under this Act on two or more occasions within the period of two
years immediately preceding the date of the commission of the act which would otherwise be the
subject of a prosecution avoidance notice.

(5) In determining whether to grant approval for the Chief Veterinary Officer to issue
a prosecution avoidance notice under subsection (1) the Director of Public Prosecutions shall give
consideration to whether the facts alleged to have been committed by the accused person are of
such a serious nature that it would not, having regard to the amount of the prosecution avoidance
penalty, be in the national interest to permit the offence to be dealt with administratively.

Procedure for payment.
57. () A person notified under section 56 (1) shall, within 14 days of the date of receipt
of the notice or such longer period as may be prescribed, notify the Chief Veterinary Officer, in
the prescribed form, of whether he or she elects to pay the prosecution avoidance penalty or be
prosecuted for the offence.

2) A prosecution avoidance penalty shall be paid within 30 days of the date on which
an accused person notifies the Chief Veterinary Officer under subsection (1) of his or her election
to have the offence dealt with administratively.

Effect of payment of prosecution avoidance penalty.

58.  The payment of a prosecution avoidance penalty shall not constitute a conviction for any
offence under this Act and shall indemnify the accused person from prosecution for the offence.

Outstanding prosecution avoidance penalty a debt to the state.
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59.  The amount of an outstanding prosecution avoidance penalty constitutes a debt due to the
State and is recoverable by legal action at the suit of the Chief Veterinary Officer on behalf of
the State.

Procedure for challenging alleged breach.

60. (1) A person to whom a prosecution avoidance notice is addressed and who wishes to
challenge the alleged breach may, instead of paying the amount specified in the notice, apply to
the Chief Veterinary Officer for a reconsideration of the matter.

2 A person aggrieved by a decision of the Chief Veterinary Officer made under
subsection (1) may, within the prescribed period and in the prescribed manner, appeal to [insert
name of Court].

3) The decision of [insert name of Court] is final.
Forfeiture.

61. (1)  Where aperson is convicted of an offence under this Act, the court may, on its own
motion or at the request of any party to the proceedings, in addition to any penalty imposed, order
that any animals, animal products or animal-related items or other things by means of or in relation
to which the offence was committed or any proceeds realized from their disposition, be forfeited
to the [State/Crown] or otherwise disposed of as the Court may direct.

(2 Where the owner or person in charge of animals, animal products or animal-related
items or other things is convicted of an offence under this Act and a fine is imposed, the animals,
animal products, animal-related items or other things may be —

(@) detained until the fine is paid,;

(b) sold in satisfaction of the fine; or

(c) euthanized or destroyed, as the case may be, at the expense of the owner or
person in charge thereof.

3) Where the court does not order the forfeiture of any animals, animal products or
animal-related items or other things, the animals, animal products or animal-related items or other
things, or any proceeds realized from their disposition shall be returned to the owner or person in
charge thereof at the time of seizure.
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Good faith defence.

62. (1) No member of staff of the NAHO, analyst or [official] [approved] or reference
laboratory or any government entity shall be liable to suit or to prosecution in respect of anything
done in good faith in the performance of official functions under this Act.

2 Subsection (1) shall not apply to civil or criminal liability for personal injury or
death.

Application for review, or reconsideration.

63. (1) Subject to subsection (3), where a person to whom this subsection applies is not
satisfied with a decision or action taken by an inspector, veterinarian or a member of staff of the
NAHO, he may, within [14] days of the date of that decision, apply to the Chief VVeterinary Officer
in the prescribed form for a review of the decision through administrative proceedings.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), where a person to whom this subsection applies is not
satisfied with a decision or action taken by the Chief Veterinary Officer he may, within [14] days
of the date of that decision, apply to the Chief Veterinary Officer in the prescribed form for a
reconsideration of the decision through administrative proceedings.

3) Subsections (1) and (2) apply to —

(@)  the importer or exporter of animals, animal products or animal-related items;

(b) any person expressly permitted under this Act to apply to the Chief
Veterinary Officer for a review or reconsideration;

(c) any person who has made an application for permission or a certificate in
respect of any benefit or matter under this Act or who is aggrieved by the
manner in which any right or interest in any matter has been dealt with by
any person under this Act;

(d) the agent of a person referred to paragraph (a) or (c); and

(e) any person in relation to whom a prosecution avoidance notice was issued in
accordance with section 56.

4 An application for review or reconsideration under subsection (1) or (2),
respectively, shall —

(@) state the grounds on which the application is based; and
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(b)  be accompanied by any documentation or other information relied upon in
support of the request for review or reconsideration.

Proceedings for application for review or reconsideration.

64. (1) The Chief Veterinary Officer shall consider an application made under section 63
as soon as may be practicable after its receipt and, after taking into account any further submissions
of the person making the application, endeavour to make a decision as soon as may be practicable
but not later than [ ] days of the date of filing of the application for review or reconsideration.

(2)  The Chief Veterinary Officer shall keep a Minute Book in which shall be recorded,
the proceedings of all administrative matters considered under this section.

3) This section shall not affect any power conferred by any written law to claim goods
in case of a seizure or the taking of samples or to commence legal proceedings at any time prior to
the payment of a fine or penalty.

Decisions of the Chief Veterinary Officer in review or reconsideration proceedings.

65.  Where the Chief Veterinary Officer considers an application for review or reconsideration,
the Chief Veterinary Officer may —

(@)  restore anything seized under this Act, subject to such conditions as the
Chief Veterinary Officer considers necessary;

(b) impose, reinstate, revoke, mitigate or remit penalties or fines as the case
may be, in respect of offences dealt with administratively under this Act; or

(© seize animals, animal products, animal-related items or other things.

Appeal.
66.

Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Chief Veterinary Officer made under
section 65 may, within the prescribed time and in the prescribed manner appeal to the [name of

Court] [Minister].

PART VIII
MISCELLANEOUS

Documents.
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67. (1) [Subject to subsection (2),]*° a document required to be furnished to the Minister,
the NAHO or an inspector under this Act may be furnished in electronic form.

[(2)  Where a document referred to in subsection (1) is furnished in electronic form, an
original hard copy of the document shall be furnished to the Minister, the NAHO or an inspector
within a reasonable period after the document is furnished in electronic form.]3!

Duty to assist and cooperate.

68.  Customs, port, airport, airline, postal shipping, police and local authorities shall assist
inspectors in the performance of their functions under this Act by providing such facilities and
assistance as the NAHO may request from time to time.

Presumptions.

69. (1) Subject to subsection (3), in any prosecution for an offence under this Act, a
declaration, certificate, report or other document of the NAHO or an analyst, inspector or police
officer, purporting to have been signed on behalf of the NAHO or the analyst, inspector or police
officer, is in the absence of evidence to the contrary, proof of the matters asserted in it.

[(2) In any prosecution for an offence under this Act, a copy of an extract from any
record or other document that is made by the NAHO or an analyst, inspector or police officer under
this Act as a true copy or extract is admissible in evidence.]*?

3) In any proceedings under this Act, any laboratory tests purporting to be signed by
the director or head of an [official] [approved] laboratory or by an analyst shall be accepted as
prima facie evidence of the facts stated therein, provided that —

(@) the party against whom it is produced may require the attendance of the
analyst who performed the laboratory tests, for purpose of cross-
examination; and

(b)  no such laboratory tests shall be admissible in evidence unless the party
intending to produce it has, before the trial, given the party against whom it

30 The words in square brackets are to be retained where the Member State decides to retain
subclause (2).

31 Member States are to determine, at the national level, whether to include subclause (2),
taking into consideration their national arrangements.

32 Member States are to determine, at the national level, whether to retain this provision or to
remove it from the Bill, relying solely on an equivalent provision in their national Evidence Act.
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is intended to be produced reasonable notice of such intention together with
a copy of the signed laboratory test.

Regulations.

70. (1) The Minister may, on the advice of the NAHO, make regulations which he or she
considers appropriate to give effect to the provisions of this Act.

2 Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1), regulations made under
subsection (1) may provide for all or any of the following matters —

(@) procedures for delegating a function of the NAHO to an inspector and the
terms and conditions applicable to a such a delegation;

(b) designating ports of entry at which animals, animal products or animal-related
items or other things, may be landed and imported as well as points of entry
at which animals, animal products or animal-related items or things intended
for importation may be inspected,;

(c) the movement of animals, animal products or animal-related items or other
things into, within, or out of any infected place, infected zone, infected
compartment, containment zone, disease-free zone or free compartment;

(d) the examination, inspection, cleansing, euthanasia or destruction, disposal,
seizure and detention of animals, animal products or animal-related items or
other things;

(e) prescribing risk assessment studies as the basis for approving sanitary
measures under this Act;

(F)  prescribing the documents and their contents, which are to be provided in
connection with the importation or landing of animals, animal products or
animal-related items, as well as the certificate which is to be issued by the
NAHO of the country from which such animals, animal products or animal-
related items are to be exported;

(g) the fees to be charged under this Act and the persons to whom they are to be
paid and the manner in which they may be recovered,

(h) animal welfare rules, including rules for —

M the euthanizing of animals for disease control purposes;

(i) the control of stray animal populations;

(iii)  slaughter of animals for human consumption;

(iv)  the transport of different species of animals carried by air, land or sea;
(v) housing, handling and feeding of animals; and
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)
(k)

(M

(m)

(n)

(0)

(p)

(@)

()
(s)

(t)
(u)

(v)

(w)
(x)
(v)
@)

(vi)  the use of animals for research purposes, for exhibitions, zoos or
recreational purposes, including sports and companionship;

the marking of animals and other things imported into [insert name of Member

State] by tagging or in any other manner, whether as a condition of landing

or otherwise;

animal identification systems and packaging and labelling of animal products

for tracing back to the country of origin;

the application of any test for any notifiable or other infectious or contagious

disease or of any treatment, vaccination or inoculation to animals imported

into [insert name of Member State];

requirements, procedures and forms required for the import, export and transit

of animals, animal products and animal-related items into, within or from

[insert name of Member State];

the quarantine of animals, the duration of the quarantine to be imposed on

each category of animal, the category of animals to be exempted, and the

circumstances under which exemption may be granted;

the stations to be used for animal quarantine, designating different stations

where quarantine may be done, the requirements relating to the operation of

quarantine stations and international transport facilities;

the premises to be used for animal quarantine;

procedures to be followed by inspectors, analysts and [official] [approved]

laboratories in the exercise of their functions under this Act;

the cleansing and disinfection, and the subjection to quarantine of vessels used

for the transportation of animals to [insert name of Member State];

contingency plans for emergencies affecting animal health;

prescribing the time at which, the mode by which and conditions under which,

animals may be euthanized and disposed of;

the diseases to be classified as notifiable diseases;

causing or requiring notice to be given of the appearance of any disease or

toxic substance among animals;

animal health actions and treatments on any place or thing that is likely to

contain a vector or to be contaminated by any disease or toxic substance;

requirements for ante and post mortem examination;

requirements for animal reproduction;

procedures for the gathering of animals in markets or farms;

the regulation, the import, manufacture, distribution, use or export of

veterinary drugs;

(aa) requirements for the transport, and euthanizing of animals;
(bb) regulating animal feeds;
(cc) establishing standards for livestock production systems;
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(dd) in consultation with the Ministry responsible for health, the prescription of
veterinary medicinal products, and the regulation of persons who produce,
sell, distribute, export or import veterinary medicinal products;

(ee) the procedures for determining fair market value of any animal or thing for
which compensation may be payable; and

(ff) any other matter required to be prescribed under this Act or for the better
carrying out of the provisions of this Act.

Standards for animal health and welfare.

71.  The standards for animal health and welfare applied under this Act shall be consistent with
the standards of the OIE and the Codex Alimentarius Commission, as appropriate.

Savings and transitional.

72. (1) All regulations in effect on the coming into force of this Act shall continue in force
as if they were issued under this Act, except where they conflict with, and until they are replaced
by, regulations made under this Act.

(2) Where a document refers expressly, or by implication, to the [Animals (Diseases
and Importation) (Control) Act or Animal Health Act], the reference shall (except where the
context otherwise requires) be construed as a reference to the corresponding provisions of this Act.

(3) Subject to subsection (4), in so far as any permit or certificate issued under the
[Animals (Diseases and Importation) (Control) Act or Animal Health Act] could have been issued
under this Act, such permit or certificate shall, if effective immediately before the coming into
force of this Act, have effect subsequently until the date of expiry specified in such permit or
certificate, as if it had been issued under this Act.

4) The Minister may, by Order, revoke or modify any permit or certificate granted by
authority of [Animals (Diseases and Importation) (Control) Act or Animal Health Act].

Repeal.

73.  The [Animals (Diseases and Importation) (Control) Act or Animal Health Act] is hereby
repealed.
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SCHEDULE
(section 2)

Animal Diseases

(Here, insert list of animal diseases.)
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